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April 16, 2026 File No.

Honourable Ravi Kahlon Sent via email only:

Minister of Jobs and Economic Growth JEDI.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Government of British Columbia

Dear Minister Kahlon:

RE: Support for Island Coastal Economic Trust

On behalf of Courtenay City Council, we are writing to express our strong support for advancing
legislation to modernize the Island Coastal Economic Trust and to position it for long-term impact
through strategic provincial investment.

The work to renew the Trust represents a Made on the Coast initiative shaped and championed
by coastal First Nations, local governments, and regional leaders working together toward a
shared economic vision. Over the past several years, your Ministry’s partnership has enabled
meaningful engagement and co-development, resulting in an unprecedented level of regional
alignment.

Across 53 First Nations governments, 35 local governments, and elected MLAs in the region, there
is broad consensus that the Trust should evolve into a modern, co-governed regional economic
development institution that reflects partnership, reconciliation, and shared responsibility.

The alignment has been achieved. The regional mandate is clear.

To carry this work forward, we respectfully urge the Province to bring forward legislation as soon
as possible to formalize the renewed governance structure and provide long-term certainty for
the Trust.

As government focuses on economic resilience, regional development, and disciplined spending
in a period of global uncertainty, the Trust represents an established and accountable mechanism
to advance those shared priorities. Over nearly two decades, the Trust has leveraged provincial
investment into tangible economic outcomes in coastal communities, strengthening local
economies and fostering collaboration across jurisdictions.

Strategic investment in a modernized Trust would build on that proven track record, protect prior
public investment, and provide a focused vehicle to support economic transition in coastal and
rural regions. This approach aligns with the Province’s emphasis on strengthening British
Columbia’s economy while ensuring responsible stewardship of public funds.
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As municipal leaders, we see firsthand the importance of strong regional institutions in
supporting jobs, innovation, and community stability. With modernized governance and renewed
capital, the Trust is well positioned to continue delivering measurable results for British
Columbians.

Our region stands united behind this vision. Such consensus around a regional economic priority
is rare and reflects years of careful collaboration.

We look forward to working with you to advance both the legislative and investment components
necessary to secure the Trust’s future.

Sincerely,

=

Mayor Bob Wells
City of Courtenay

cc: Council



