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Context

Bylaw 3114; PART 11: Building Move 11.1

The purpose of this report is to advocate for and guide the revision of building bylaw 11.1, as 
well as the development of processes to support revisions to building bylaw 11.1. Revisions to 
this bylaw would allow relocated homes into the City of Courtenay as existing homes regardless 
of age, lessening the carbon footprint of local development projects, and creating an additional 
affordable housing option within the City.

BYLAW 3114; PART 11: BUILDING MOVE 11.1
No person may move a building or structure into or within the City except:
(a) where certified by a registered professional that the building, including its foundation, will 
substantially comply with the current version of the building code;
(b) the owner of the premises onto which the building is proposed to be moved has provided 
documentation that the age of the building or structure is not greater than 15 years old; and
(c) a building permit has been issued for the building or structure. 

Nickel Bros

As a founding member of the BC Structural Movers’ Association, Nickel Bros is one of the 
largest non-government-subsidized recyclers in North America. Nickel Bros has safely 
performed over 10,000 structural moves since 1956. Led by the mentorship and vision of Jeremy 
Nickel, Nickel Bros persists to provide communities with affordable and sustainable living 
options. Nickel Bros’ contributions to Building Code clarity and education in BC have been 
endorsed by 29 industry organizations and non-profits.

Cassidy v. Ros

Cassidy v. Ros is a subject matter expert specializing in; Densification and Decarbonization 
Through Circular Building, Div A, Div B Appx. C and Part 9 Federal and BC Building Code, 
and Accessibility Within Resource Recovery. Her efforts to support building code development 
in BC have been recognized by the Minister of Housing and the Deputy Assistant Minister of 
Housing. Cassidy is a member of the Recycling Council of BC Board of Directors, and was 
recently nominated for a Federal Technical Committee by 8 organizations in BC and Ontario.

Introduction
In 2023, the Federal government released a study with a new codes consultation, in response to 
concerns about existing homes seismic upgrades. It was found that many older homes have been 
shown to exceed current construction standards. For instance, lath and plaster construction 
demonstrated up to 440% more shearing capacity than homes built to current code standards. 
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Other common construction practices that have since been deemed “out-dated,” yet show 
superior resilience in high wind and seismic risk areas include:
a.Wall sheathing with longer laps over the floor perimeter,
b.Bridging between studs and floor joists,
c.16 inch on centre framing,
d.Dimensional lumber,
e.Diagonal board sheathing.

The Provincial government echoed this support in their 2024 bulletin after public outcry for 
demolition alternatives and low-carbon affordable housing options, stating: “Relocation of a 
building as an alternative to demolition can have positive environmental impacts due to its 
reduction of both demolition waste and the use of new resources.” Reducing waste in landfills 
has been reaching a critical point in BC, with some landfills now retaining a life expectancy of 
less than 5 years. Considering the rate of demolition in many municipalities, demolition waste is 
an easy target for reduction, and currently represents roughly ⅓ of all landfill waste. That landfill 
waste also contains embodied carbon, which contributes to climate change as it is released when 
materials break down.

BC homes built pre-2016 (representing roughly 83% of BC buildings) emit around 140,000kgs 
of operational carbon in a 60 year lifespan (it is important to note that this number does not 
account for energy efficiency upgrades that will occur over time as part of necessary 
maintenance. (Ie. Hot water tanks, windows, heat pumps). Comparatively, homes with a “strong” 
compliance within BC Energy Step Code are expected to emit around 48,000kgs of operational 
carbon in a 60 year lifespan. Both categories of homes will contain around 70,000kgs of 
embodied carbon representing materials, production and manufacturing emissions, and emissions 
created during building. (https://www.communityenergy.ca/projects/embodied-emissions/)

We know that the strategy of prioritizing new buildings in favor of operational emissions has not 
been effective in limiting emissions, and when we look at these numbers it is easy to understand 
why. Every time a pre-2016 home is demolished to make way for a new one, 188,000kgs of 
emissions are created through the demolition of the existing home, and then the life cycle of that 
new building.

https://www.communityenergy.ca/projects/embodied-emissions/
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While many jurisdictions are still neglecting C&D embodied carbon regulations, some Cities, 
like Vancouver, have been sending out the distress signal: “To meet the target of a 40 percent 
reduction in embodied carbon, new homes will need to achieve an emissions intensity of 120 kg 
CO2e/m2 by 2030. The three most impactful material categories are concrete (36 percent of total 
emissions across all homes), insulation (21 percent) and interior surfaces (10 percent).” (City of 
Vancouver and Builders For Climate Action.)

What is the easiest way to reduce embodied emissions from these categories? Stop producing 
these materials!
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It is additionally important to note that a life cycle of 60 years (the period utilized in most LCAs 
on the topic) is not long enough for any home to complete its carbon payback period - Each 
building would need to be in continued use for 168 years to begin having a positive operational 
impact that outweighs the embodied emissions of building it. This indicates that prioritization of 
extending building lifetimes is an important - but seemingly overlooked - factor in operational 
carbon goals. (UBC Teardown Index)



6

Recommendations:

1. Municipal policy for relocated homes should reinforce their designation as existing 
homes.

See supporting documents on pages 21 through 26.

By implementing policies that align with building code intent, we can divert waste from regional 
landfills, secure affordable housing for British Columbians, and cooperatively contribute to zero 
emissions goals. Harmonization between Federal, Provincial and Regional policies provides 
clear directives to local developers and building officials, ensuring regulations are easy to 
communicate and understand, and that they support end goals with similar language. Applying 
language and policy consistent with the BCBC and NBC also allows building officials to directly 
reference NRC User Guides should they require further guidance

See examples of current bylaws in other jurisdictions on pages 10 through 20.

2. Create Streamlined Building Move-On Permit Process Policy:

Sllow relocated homes to be delivered to their destination site prior to the building permit being 
issued via an Expedited Move-On Permit. The Expedited Move-On Permit is best structured as a 
separate and stand-alone permit application and process. Expedited Move-on permits are best 
supported by the following minimum requirements:
a. Site and elevation plan
b. Confirmation the building fits within setbacks, and current zoning requirements
d. Engineer’s report for the relocated building certifying that it is safe for continued occupancy. 

Expedited Move-On Permits relieve recipients utilizing this affordable housing option of having 
to pay storage fees, by facilitating delivery at the destination site at the same time as removal 
from the origin site. These additional costs can have a large impact on affordability. Move-On 
Permit applications additionally create a timing incentive for the home to be relocated, and not 
machine demolished.

Some municipalities which utilize a move-on permit are referenced on pages 8 through 18.
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3. Require reuse of pre-70s buildings, and encourage re-use of post-70s buildings through 
the implementation of a building reuse assessment form with all demolition permit 
applications.

The Building Reuse Assessment form will require a building relocation company and a 
deconstruction company to sign off on the building’s suitability for reuse.

For pre-70s homes, committing to one of these options would be a requirement of receiving a 
demolition permit. (Ie. City of Vancouver.)

For post-70s homes, this would increase awareness of reuse options for developers prior to 
demolition permits being in hand. Increasing lead time for these services allows them to compete 
with demolition contractors as equals. Home relocation and deconstruction are often no longer 
attractive options after permits are received purely due to their processes being longer than 
machine demolition, and developer’s wanting to move ahead as quickly as possible once permits 
are in hand.
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4. Refundable Demolition Deposit Policy:

Municipalities should require a $15,000 - $20,000 demolition deposit for all single family 
homes. This deposit is returned if the applicant proves the home was relocated or 3.5KG per sq ft 
of finished floor space is deconstructed and salvaged. The deposit is also returned if the applicant 
demonstrates the home was not suitable for either relocation or deconstruction (see Section 1: 
Responsible Building Removal Assessment). The deposit should only be kept if the applicant 
confirms the home was suitable for relocation or deconstruction and they chose to proceed with 
machine demolition regardless.

In partnership with the mandatory assessment, the demolition deposit provides a financial 
incentive for the applicant to strongly consider implementing the most responsible removal 
solution. In the instance where a home is assessed to not be able to be relocated or deconstructed, 
the deposit is returned. Many municipalities are implementing some combination of these 
deposits. Home relocation should be clearly identified as a viable option for an applicant to 
receive their deposit. Many bylaws and policies have too narrowly focused on wood or material 
recycling/salvage. Communicating home relocation as a viable option is key.

5. Early Green Removal Permits Policy:

Time is money! If a home is deemed to be a candidate for home relocation or deconstruction, 
demolition permits will be decoupled from building permits so that removal of the building can 
begin at any time prior to a building permit being received.

If the applicant chooses to have the building machine demolished, the demolition permit cannot 
be issued until a building permit is issued, to ensure that a building is not torn down only for the 
property to sit as an empty lot. (This is a policy most municipalities already have enacted for all 
applications within their jurisdictions, and so would remain in place for machine demolitions 
only.)

6. Municipal Building Removal Procurement Standards Policy

Update Courtenay’s demolition procurement criteria for public projects. Whenever a building 
(residential, commercial, institutional) owned by the City is slated for demolition, the building 
removal tender criteria should prioritize relocation and then deconstruction. 

The tender should be made available to qualified relocation and deconstruction companies, not 
the general public. Municipalities should be leading the development industry by example. This 
policy lens would ensure more buildings owned by the City will be treated in the same manner as 
private buildings.
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(Ie. Parks Canada has “alternative use” assessment criteria for heritage and character buildings 
slated for removal, as well as the Federal Treasury Board Policy on Management of Real 
Property.)

Additional considerations:

Create educational materials to highlight benefits of the use of low-carbon concrete.

Learn more: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/public-sector/reducing-emissio
ns

Current bylaws in place in other BC jurisdictions (supportive of home 
relocation):

Sunshine Coast Regional District

Part 15 - MOVING BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES ONTO A NEW FOUNDATION 15.1 
Buildings may be moved into or within the Regional District provided the following conditions 
are fulfilled: (1) A building permit to move the building or structure onto a parcel of land or a 
new location on a parcel of land is obtained prior to any work proceeding. (2) A moved building 
when placed on the property to which it is being moved must comply with all Zoning Bylaw 
requirements. (3) The building permit to move a building or structure is valid for a period of 24 
months from the date of issuance. Sunshine Coast Regional District Building Bylaw No. 687 
Consolidated for convenience only to include up to 687.3 (2020) (4) An application for a 
building permit to move a building or structure shall: (a) be made in the form prescribed by the 
Building Official signed by the owner, or a signing officer if the owner is a corporation; (b) 
include a copy of a title search made within 30 days of the date of the application; (c) include a 
site plan showing: (i) the bearing and dimensions of the parcel taken from the registered 
subdivision plan; and the legal description and civic address of the parcel; (ii) the location and 
dimensions of all statutory rights of way, easements and setback requirements; (iii) the location 
and dimensions of all existing and proposed buildings or structures on the parcel; (iv) setbacks to 
the natural boundary of any lake, swamp, pond or watercourse where the Regional District’s 
Zoning Bylaws establish siting requirements related to flooding; (d) include copies of approvals 
required under any enactment relating to health or safety. (e) include a foundation design 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/public-sector/reducing-emissions
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/public-sector/reducing-emissions
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prepared by a registered professional in accordance with section 4.2 of Part 4 of the Building 
Code, accompanied by letters of assurance in the form of Schedule B as referred to in Part 2 of 
Division C of the Building Code, signed by the registered professional; (f) include a professional 
engineer’s report, assessing the structural components of the moved building and listing the life 
safety issues of the moved building that must be brought up to current Building Code standards. 
(g) despite the provisions of 15.1(4)(f) the Building Official shall determine compliance of 
Building Code life safety issues. (h) include plans detailing any and all upgrading required to 
meet the requirements of this Bylaw, the Plumbing Bylaw and other applicable Bylaws and 
enactments after the building is moved to a new site. (i) any other information as required by the 
Building Official 15.2 The requirements of section 15.1.(4)(e) may be waived by a Building 
Official in the circumstances where the Building Official has required a professional engineer’s 
report pursuant to Part 3, Division 8 of the Community Charter and Sunshine Coast Regional 
District Building Bylaw No. 687 Consolidated for convenience only to include up to 687.3 
(2020) the building permit is issued in accordance with sections 56(4) and (5) of the Community 
Charter. 15.3 The requirements of section 15.1.(4)(e) may be waived by a Building Official if 
documentation, prepared and sealed by a registered professional, is provided assuring that the 
foundation design substantially complies with section 9.4.4 of Part 9 of the Building Code and 
the foundation excavation substantially complies with section 9.12 of Part 9 of the Building 
Code. 15.4 Before receiving a building permit to move a building or structure the Owner shall 
first pay to the Regional District the building permit fee set out in Schedule B attached to this 
bylaw. 15.5 Before receiving a building permit to move a building or structure the Owner shall 
first pay to the Regional District a refundable security deposit in the amount set out in Schedule 
B attached to this bylaw. 15.6 The security deposit shall be forfeited to the Regional District if 
any conditions of the building permit are defaulted on, or the building permit expires. 15.7 An 
application for a building permit to move a Manufactured Home must include proof of the 
appropriate CSA certification and registration number, foundation details and method of 
anchorage. 

Note: A building inspector, not reasonably, but technically, could require a home to be stripped to 
studs and reconstructed with modern framing and ferring members based on a bylaw requesting 
Part 9 compliance. However, this would disregard the intention of the code to not cause hardship 
financially, to decrease carbon emissions, and would disregard its intentions towards existing 
homes. It is important to remember the intent of the building code when developing and 
enforcing bylaws.

Shishalh Nation

Part 15 – MOVING BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES ONTO A NEW FOUNDATION 15.1 
Buildings may be moved into or within the SIGD provided the following conditions are fulfilled: 
(1) A building permit to move the building or structure onto a parcel of land or a new location on 
a parcel of land is obtained prior to any work proceeding. (2) A moved building when placed on 
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the property to which it is being moved must comply with all Zoning Bylaw requirements. (3) 
The building permit to move a building or structure is valid for aperiod of 24 months from the 
date of issuance. (4) An application for a building permit to move a building or structure shall: 
(a) be made in the form prescribed by the Building Official signed by the owner, a signing officer 
if the owner is acorporation, or an Agent of the owner who has been authorized in writing by the 
owner; (b) include a copy of a title search made within 30 days of the date of the application; (c) 
include a site plan for the parcel to or on which the building is to be moved, showing: (i) the 
bearing and dimensions of the parcel taken from the registered subdivision plan; and the legal 
description and civic address of the parcel; (ii) the location and dimensions of all statutory rights 
of way, easements and setback requirements; (iii) the location and dimensions of all existing and 
proposed buildings or structures on the parcel; and (iv) setbacks to the natural boundary of any 
lake, swamp, pond or watercourse where the Zoning Bylaw establishes siting requirements 
related to flooding; (d) include copies of approvals required under any enactment relatingto 
health or safety. (e) include a foundation design prepared by a registered professional in 
accordance with section 4.2 of Part 4 of the Building Code, accompanied by letters of assurance 
in the form of Schedule B as referred to in Part 2 of Division C of the Building Code, signed by 
the registered professional; (f) include a professional engineer’s report, assessing the structural 
components of the building to be moved and addressing with proposed designs and 
specifications the life safety aspects of the building specified by the Building Official that must 
be brought up to current Building Code standards; (g) include plans detailing any and all 
upgrading required to meet the requirements of this Law and other applicable Laws and 
enactments after the building is moved; and (h) include any other information as required by the 
Building Official.
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Richmond

Comox Valley Regional District

Part 13: Building Move 13. (1) No person may move a building or structure into or within an 
area covered by this bylaw building regulation service areas without first obtaining a building 
permit to carry out such move and to site the building on the parcel to which it is to be moved. 
(2) An application for a building permit for a building move must be made on the form 
prescribed by the Building Official, signed by the owner or agent, and must include: (a) A 
certified structural assessment report from a Registered Professional that the building is suitable 
for relocation and may be used safely for the use intended; (b) Detailed plans and specifications 
of the proposed rehabilitation of the building, including foundation plans certified by a 
professional engineer; and (c) Any other information required by the Building Official or 
Building Code to establish substantial compliance with this bylaw, the Building Code and other 
bylaws and enactments relating to the building or structure.
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Capital Regional District

2.3.6 Applications for Moved Buildings or Structures (1) A Permit is required for the 
rehabilitation of a moved building or structure on the property to which it is to be moved. (2) 
Before issuing a Permit under Section 2.3.6(1), the building official may require certification 
from a registered professional that the building meets the requirements of this Bylaw, the 
Building Code and any other applicable enactment. 
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Wei Wai Kum First Nation

Strathcona Regional District

Applications for Moved or Relocated Buildings and Structures 16. (1) An application for a 
building permit with respect to a moved or relocated building or structure shall include all the 
information required in section 13 for standard buildings or section 14 for complex buildings. (2) 
When an existing building or structure is to be moved or relocated the permit application shall 
include certification by a registered professional that the building or structure complies with Part 
4 of Division B of the Building Code or sections 9.4 and 9.23 in Part 9 of Division B of the 
Building Code. (3) The application for a permit to move or relocate a building designed for 
residential occupancy shall include confirmation from a registered professional that the structure 
complies with Building Code and all other enactments dealing with health and safety.

Note: A building inspector, not reasonably, but technically, could require a home to be stripped to 
studs and reconstructed with modern framing and furring members based on a bylaw requesting 
Part 9 compliance. However, this would disregard the intention of the code to not cause hardship 
financially, to decrease carbon emissions, and would disregard its intentions towards existing 
homes. It is important to remember the intent of the building code when developing and 
enforcing bylaws.
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Campbell River 

PART 14: BUILDING MOVE 14.1 No Person shall move or cause to be moved any building 
into the City or from one parcel to another in the City without first obtaining a Building Permit to 
carry out such move and to site the building on the parcel to which it is to be moved. 14.2 An 
application for a building permit for a building move must be made on the form prescribed by 
the building official, signed by the owner or agent, and must include (a) certification from a 
Registered Professional that the structure is safe for its intended use including the structure’s new 
foundation and siting; (b) detailed plans and specifications of the proposed relocation and 
rehabilitation of the building, including additions and renovationsto the building; and (c) detailed 
plans and specifications of the building siting, driveway and other site improvements proposed 
on the parcel. 14.3 A security in the form of cash or an irrevocable letter of credit without an 
expiry date, a certified cheque, or cash payment deposited with the City for the amount equal to 
five (5)percent of the value of the construction to a maximum of $10,000.00. 14.4 If the building 
or part of it is not completed and an occupancy permit has not been issued within a twelve (12) 
month period subsequent to the issuance of a Building Permit, the Building Official may send a 
written notice to the owner stating that the building does not comply with this bylaw or other 
enactment and direct the owner to remedy the non-compliance within thirty (30) days from the 
date of service of the notice. If the non-compliance is not remedied within the thirty-day period, 
the City or its agent may enter, tidy and erect screening at the site and the expenses associated 
with this shall be deducted from the security in section 14.3. 14.5 For clarity other than 
section14.2(a) these provisions apply to certified factory built houses that meet or exceed 
CAN/CSA Z240 MH Series or CSA A-277-M1990. 14.6 Before receiving a building permit for a 
moved building or structure, the owner must pay to the City the applicable building permit fee 
set out in Appendix A.

Sayward 

24.0 Moved or Relocated Buildings and Structures 24.1 When an existing building or structure is 
moved or relocated, the building or structure shall be certified, prior to placement on the site, as 
complying with sections 9.4 and 9.23 of Part 9 or Part 4 of the Building Code. 24.2 When a 
building that includes, or will include, a residential occupancy, is moved or relocated, the 
building shall conform to this Bylaw and to sections 9.8, 9.9, 9.10, 9.31, 9.32.4.1 (5) – (7), 
9.33.5.2 (1)(b), and 9.34.1.1 of Part 9 of the Building Code.

Note: A building inspector, not reasonably, but technically, could require a home to be stripped to 
studs and reconstructed with modern framing and furring members based on a bylaw requesting 
Part 9 compliance. However, this would disregard the intention of the code to not cause hardship 
financially, to decrease carbon emissions, and would disregard its intentions towards existing 
homes. It is important to remember the intent of the building code when developing and 
enforcing bylaws.
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Port Hardy 

14. Moving Buildings (a) A building may be moved into the District provided: i) the building, 
when established on its new site shall have a floor area no greater than 372 square metres and 
shall have a value, in the opinion of the Building Official of not less than Five Hundred and 
Ninety-two Dollars ($592.00) per square metre excluding the land on which it stands; and 
Amended Bylaw 1008-2013 District of Port Hardy Building Bylaw No. 11-2005 - Consolidated 
12 ii) the building, and the usage of the building, after being moved, shall conform in all respects 
with the requirements of this bylaw and all other applicable bylaws of the District. (b) A building 
situated within the District may be moved within the District provided that the building, when 
established on its new site, shall have a floor area no greater than 372 square metres and shall 
have a value, in the opinion of the Building Official of not less than Five Hundred and 
Ninety-two Dollars ($592.00) per square metre excluding the land on which it stands.

Note: Bylaws which require a subjective opinion by the Building Official to qualify for 
relocation are at risk of introducing personal bias to decisions made around community housing.
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Port McNeil

Gold River 

23.0 Moving Buildings 23.1 No person shall move a building or structure into the municipality, 
or from place to place within the municipality, unless he has a valid and subsisting permit issued 
by the Building Building Bylaw No. 651, 2005. The fees for such a permit shall be as prescribed 
and set forth in Appendix "A" attached hereto. 23.2 The Building Official shall not issue a permit 
as required in subsection 23.1 unless there has been produced a certificate, signed by a registered 
professional, certifying that the building or structure substantially conforms to the health and 
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safety aspects of the Building Code in all respects. 23.3 No building or structure may be 
relocated within the municipality unless it meets the following conditions: (a) it has a value when 
completed of not less than 100% of the average of all buildings within a 50 metre radius of the 
lot on which it is to be located; (b) it must be placed on a permanent foundation within three (3) 
months from the date of issuing the permit; (c) all construction must be completed within twelve 
(12) months of issuing the permit; (d) the owner must provide cash or letter of credit equivalent 
to 125% of the value of the work to be performed as a guarantee that the building exterior is 
completed within twelve (12) months of issuing the permit.  

Ucluelet 

8.1. Unless exempted by Section 5.2 of this bylaw, a person shall apply for and obtain: (a) a 
building permit before constructing, repairing or altering a building or Structure; (b) a moving 
permit before moving a building or Structure; (c) a demolition permit before demolishing a 
building or Structure; (d) an excavation permit before excavating a site unless the excavation is 
included in a valid and subsisting building permit; (e) such other permits as this bylaw may 
require.

Town of Comox

16.Moving Buildings (1) The owner of the parcel on which the proposed building to be moved is 
located shall pay to the Town of Comox all outstanding utility fees, municipal taxes and 
applicable interest prior to the issuance of the moving permit. Town of Comox THIS 
CONSOLIDATED BUILDING BYLAW IS FOR CONVENIENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND 
SHOULD Bylaw 1472 – Building Bylaw NOT BE USED FOR LEGAL OR INTERPRETIVE 
PURPOSES WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE ORIGINAL BYLAW AND AMENDING 
BYLAWS Updated: November 17, 2021 (2) Every owner or moving contractor to whom a 
moving permit is issued shall ensure that persons and property are protected from injury and 
damage during the move. (3) A moving permit shall not be issued until a building permit has 
been issued in accordance with this bylaw for the relocation of the building to its new location. 
(#1730 Aug 15/12) (4) The work authorized by the moving permit shall be completed within 
three months of the permit being issued, or the permit shall expire. (5) The moving permit 
applicant must pick up an approved moving permit and pay the fee prescribed in Schedule 1 
within 30 days of the approval date, or a new application will be required. (6) When a building is 
raised to accommodate a basement or relocated to another foundation site, the existing chimney 
or fireplace shall be dismantled and the owner shall obtain a permit for the replacement fireplace 
or chimney from the building official. (7) The owner shall provide notice of disconnection from 
municipal water and sewage systems and such disconnections shall be carried out only by the 
Town of Comox.
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Powell River

22.0 MOVING BUILDINGS
22.1 No person shall move or cause any building to be moved into the City or from one location 
to 
another in the City without first obtaining a permit in respect of the site to which the building is 
to be moved.
22.2 Every application for a permit to move a building shall identify the location of the building 
to be 
moved and the site to which the building is to be moved.
22.3 No building shall be moved to a site within the City unless the building will comply with 
the 
health and safety requirements of the Building Code upon completion of relocation.
22.4 No residential building shall be moved to a parcel within the City unless the building will, 
after 
completion of any repairs or alterations required under subsection 22.3 or proposed to be 
made by the owner and authorized by a permit issued pursuant to this Bylaw, have a value 
not less than the average value of all residential buildings any portion of which is located within 
152 metres (500 ft) of the parcel to which the building is to be moved. 
22.5 For the purposes of subsection 22.4, the value of buildings shall be the most recent values 
fixed by the B.C. Assessment Authority; the value of repairs and alterations shall be 
determined by the Building Official; and the value of a building after completion of repairs and 
alterations shall be the sum of its assessed value before being moved and the value of repairs 
and alterations required under the Building Code and proposed to be made by the owner.
22.6 The owner shall provide to the City certification ensuring that the building or structure is 
structurally sound, for moving purposes, by a practicing engineer registered in the Province of 
British Columbia.

Regional District of Nanaimo (and Islands Trust)

18. MOVED ON BUILDINGS
(1) No person shall move or cause to be moved any building into the Regional District or 
from one parcel to another in the Regional District without first obtaining a Building 
Permit to carry out such move and to site the building on the parcel to which it is to be 
moved.
(2) The following information must be provided when applying for a Building Permit for a 
moved-on building:
(a) Certification from a Registered Professional that the structure is safe for its 
intended use;
(b) Detailed plans and specifications of the proposed relocation and rehabilitation of 
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the building;
(c) Detailed plans and specifications of the building siting, parcel landscaping, 
paving, and other site improvements proposed on the parcel; (d) A report from an accredited 
appraiser (A.A.C.I.) showing the appraised value of 
the moved-on building; and,
(e) The building must appraise (as determined by an accredited appraiser (A.A.C.I.) 
at a value equal to or greater than 100 percent of the average assessed value of 
the improvements (as determined by the BC Assessment Authority) of the 
neighbouring developed properties within 100 metres;
(f) Security in the form of a standby irrevocable letter of credit without an expiry 
date or a certified cheque for an amount equal to five percent of the appraised 
value to a maximum of $10,000 as identified in Section 18(2) (d).

Note: There are some municipalities in BC who have similar bylaws in writing, but enforce these 
bylaws in vastly different ways. This signifies a difference in Building Code interpretation 
between jurisdictions, and showcases the need to be clear about relocated homes designation as 
existing buildings, and the intention of local bylaws. (These municipalities are not included in 
this report to minimize confusion.)
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Supporting Documents

NBC and BCBC Relocated Homes
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Provincial Technical Bulletin on Relocated Homes
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Sample of Letters of Support for Home Relocation in BC and Canada
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