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What is a Solid Waste Management Plan? 

• The long-term vision for garbage and recycling. 

• Presents the programs, services, infrastructure and 
policies that guide the design and implementation 
of solid waste for the next decade.

• The current Regional Solid Waste Management Plan 
was approved by the Ministry of Environment & 
Climate Change Strategy in 2013.
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Why is a Solid Waste Management Plan Needed?

• The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 
Strategies recommends plans be renewed every 10 
years.

• As communities, regulations, and public needs 
change, CSWM must adapt to meet the evolving 
environment through the delivery of effective, cost 
efficient and convenient solid waste management 
services.

• Waste disposal is a long-term problem, without quick 
solutions. 
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What is the goal of a Solid Waste Management Plan?
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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Evolution of Waste Management in CSWM
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Sphere of Influence

Municipal
or First Nation

Regional District
Provincial 

Government
Federal Government

 Residential 
Collection

 ICI or Multi-Family 
Collection

 Public Area Waste 
Collection

 Building and 
Business permits

 Solid Waste 
Management Plans

 Residual Waste 
Management

 Waste Diversion 
Targets

 Collection in 
Electoral Areas

 Recycling Depots
 Advocacy

 Environmental 
Management Act

 Recycling Reg.
 LFG Management 

Reg.
 Organic Matter 

Recycling Reg.
 Funding of 

Infrastructure

 Canadian 
Environmental 
Protection Act

 Single-use Plastics 
Prohibition Reg.

 Plastics Labelling, 
Registry, Recycled 
Content

 Landfill Emissions
 Grant Funding
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The SWMP Renewal Process
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Step 1: Initiation - 2022 

• Recruited the Regional Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee

• Survey of experiences with garbage, 
recycling and organics in their community 
(November 2022)

• Respondents expressed a desire for 
improved facilities to support an increased 
diversion of recycling, yard and food waste, 
with a primary focus on the need for 
increasing convenience and accepting a 
wider range of materials.
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Resident Survey – 157 Courtenay Responses
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Not willing

Willing but unable

How willing and able are you to take the following actions to increase your 
waste diversion?

Separate Renovation Material Participate in Curbside Multiple Depot Stops



Step 2: Plan Direction - 2023

To learn more about our goals and 
guiding principles you can visit our 
project webpage:

www.engagecomoxvalley.ca/swmp
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What We Have Heard So Far…
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Step 2: Canada Day – Feedback

• Improve options for recycling soft plastics, glass and Styrofoam
• Improved recycling options and waste management support for 

hospitals, businesses, schools, and homeless population.
• Explore options for recycling or reuse of dog waste.
• Rethink packing, i.e.: stop wrapping fruits and vegetables in 

plastic, stop individually packaging everything. Regulate the 
type of packaging/ wrapping – make it recyclable.

• More frequent recycling pickup, or larger containers, multiple 
sites that make it easier for people to recycle.
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Step 2: Canada Day – Feedback

• Toolkit for businesses that show better recycling and waste 
reduction practices.

• Provide alternative options for seniors who are unable to 
drive to the depot.

• Recommend a drop off repair outlet (i.e. seamstress who 
can repair clothing and then donate it) so items don’t end 
up in the landfill.

• Allow a second yard waste cart.
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Step 3: Strategies and Options
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Step 3: Strategies and Options - 2024 

• Generate strategies to achieve desired 
objectives
• Landfill Tour in Cumberland – September 14th

• Organics Facility Open House in Campbell River –
September 21st 

• Evaluate financial and resource implications

• Advisory and Board to consider long list of 
strategies.

• Bring ideas and options to the public for 
consideration through in-person and online 
consultation in 2025
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Questions? 
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